REMINISCENCES

who started the 'Fortnightly Review.' The idea of
Lewes was to create an English periodical which should
he the rival of the 'Revue des Deux Mondesi He
found a publisher; and the * Fortnightly' went on very
well for a time; its first number being enriched by a
charming and thoughtful essay which bore the signature
of George Eliot. But Lewes was not the man to make
a success of such a publication; tie had not the disci-
pline of -mind which ought to belong to a successful
editor; and he moved too little in the active world to
be able always to form a correct judgment as to what
the general public wanted to read about. He wrote a
series of essays in the ' Fortnightly' on the principles of
success in literature, concerning which it used to be said
at the time that Dickens asked a contemptuous and not
very kind question. ' Success in literature,' Dickens
said; ' what on earth does George Lewes know about
success in literature ?' I tell the story as it was told to
me at the time, by Edmund Yates, who was one of
Dickens's intimate friends. No doubt, George Lewes
had little personal experience of anything which.
Dickens, with Ms boundlesss popularity and his con-
quering genius, would have called success in literature.
Lewes had the gift of doing a great many different
things very well; but he never accomplished anything
which could have won for him a place in the front rank
of letters; and yet he had done so many things deserv-
ing of high praise, that he might well be called one of
the literary successes of his day. His whole way of life
brought him into the habit of giving out his intellect in
steeds, if one might use such an expression, and his
whole accumulated force never went into any one thing.
George Lewes had at one time a great faith in his own
capacity for the stage, and he actually appeared under
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